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British Curriculum-Aligned Phonics through Play

P h a s e  5 A  Re a d  A c t iv it y



How to Play

aiaya_e

This game helps children recognise patterns and spelling rules in words with the ‘long a’ sound. 

Divide the group into teams and display the word rain on the board. As children call out rhyming words record them underneath-

words must rhyme but don’t need the same spelling, (e.g. lane, brain).

Repeat with the words: date, snake, day, tail, made, aim, and shape - these are all words containing the ‘long a’ sound.

Then, give each team an A3 sheet divided into three columns labelled ai, ay, & a_e. 

Teams race to sort the words into the correct columns, raising their hands or pressing a ‘buzzer’ (a press light) when finished. 

Review the results together, discuss spelling patterns, and introduce the relevant rules (see Spelling Rules Poster). 

Explain that while there are always exceptions, these are usually the ‘best bet’. If any words don’t fit (such as eight) use this to

highlight less common spellings.
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Playing with One Child
If playing with one child, play in the same way, with you and the child racing each other to sort the words.

A3 Paper

Toolbox Items:
You can substitute these items with

similar ones

Rhyme Race
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A press light per team
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