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Common V Rare
How to Play:

Revisit the ‘ai’ sound and digraph using the small ‘ai’ flashcard. 

Then, introduce the ‘ay’ grapheme and explain that it makes the

same sound. 

Repeat this with all the ‘long a’ flashcards below. 

Explain that they are part of a ‘sound family’:

Divide the graphemes into ‘common’ and ‘rare’ groups, and let the

child/children know that today’s focus will be on the common

graphemes.
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common

ai ay a_e

ai ay a_e a ey eigh ae ea ei

common rare
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“They look different but sound the same.”
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a ey

ae ei

ai ay a_e

eigh

ea

eightgreyapron

rain play cake

sundae break rein


