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British Curriculum-Aligned Phonics through Play
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Mystery Bag
Inside a ‘mystery bag’ place the initial sound picture cards (or use real items). 

Lay out the letter flashcards in front of the bag.

Invite the child/children to choose a picture (or item) from the bag and identify it’s initial sound. They
then match it to the correct letter card. This skill develops phoneme (sound)–grapheme (letter)
correspondence.

How to Play

Playing with a Large Group

If you are playing with a large group, opt to stick the letter flashcards on the board so that all the children
can see them.

mystery bag

Toolbox Items:
You can substitute these items with

similar ones
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Word Lists:

spider

sun

sunflower

snake

s a t p

apple

ant

astronaut

anchor

tiger

tin

tomato

teeth

pumpkin

pan

pineapple

pig


